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WALK 1
Creswell Crags
Distance
Start

Map
Terrain

9km/5½ miles
Creswell Crags Visitor Centre off the
B6042 which runs between the A616 at
Creswell and the A60
OS Explorer 270 Sherwood Forest
Easy walking along fields, country lanes
and tracks

Following the discovery of human remains by archaeologists in the late 19th century this ’miniature Cheddar
Gorge’ has become one of Europe’s most important sites
for palaeontology and archaeology, ranking alongside
Stonehenge and Hadrian’s Wall, although from the public perspective it is not as well known. Creswell Crags
Visitor Centre provides an interpretation and appreciation of the importance of the ravine in the evolution of
man.

Creswell Crags is a
dramatic magnesian
limestone gorge
honeycombed with
caves, which bisects
the Nottinghamshire/
northeast Derbyshire
border. The animal
and plant remains
found in the caves
provide a unique
time-capsule and
tell the fascinating
story of the origins
of human life during
the last Ice Age.

Creswell Crags
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The entire gorge is a Scheduled Ancient Monument
and a Site of Special Scientific Interest. From the first
Victorian archaeologists, however, the crags have suffered from poor and inappropriate management, such as
the use of dynamite to blast the caves and a road and
sewage works built in the gorge. Over recent decades
there has been substantial development in the gorge and
surrounding area to implement the higher standards of
management, conservation, infrastructure and interpretation that the site deserved to repair the damage done in
the last century.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

From the visitor centre car park, which is on
the route of the Robin Hood Way, walk past
the visitor centre and take the path off to the left
signposted “To The Crags”. Turn left again over
a bridge into Crags Meadow. The Crags are signposted to the right. There is a path down each side
of the pond and either option may be taken.
At the end of the pond turn left and climb a
stile in a few metres. Continue uphill reaching the
brow of a hill and look for a redundant stile in the far left-hand
corner of the field.

2

Follow the wall
edge on your left
which later becomes
a wire fence. The
clear path then begins
to swing right to a stile.
Climb the stile and follow the waymarked
path straight ahead
across several fields
until you reach the
road in Holbeck.
32
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Walk 1 – Creswell Crags

3

Turn left and then immediately right at a signpost
onto a surfaced tree-lined track. Halfway down
this track on the right-hand side is St Winifred’s
Church, which is the private church of the Portland
family from nearby Welbeck Abbey. On meeting a
road leave the Robin Hood Way by turning right.
Walk through Holbeck Woodhouse and where the
road forks bear to the right. At a T-junction turn
right and walk to another T-junction. Cross over
the road and follow the signposted track in front of
you which is hedged on both sides. This clear track
takes you to the A616.

4

At the road turn right and follow the footpath
along the right-hand side of the A616 into
Creswell. Shortly after crossing a road junction off
to the right which leads to the Crags, turn right at
a signpost and head up towards Bank House Farm.
Follow the track around the right-hand
perimeter of the farm, which shortly becomes
hedged on both sides. Turn left on reaching the
B6042 and then right in 100m onto Hennymoor
Lane. Continue past the driveway to Hennymoor
Farm and 100m further on turn right onto a green
lane and walk to the A60. Turn right onto this
road and then right again in 30m onto a track by
a lodge, which returns you to the visitor centre.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Creswell Crags Visitor Centre
Creswell Crags Visitor Centre
Creswell Crags and its visitor centre (www.creswellcrags.org.uk, 01909 720378)
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Walk 3 – Baslow, Curbar

Calver Mill has been substantially renovated to
provide luxury apartments but not long ago this large
disused gritstone mill provided a very austere and forbidding sight. Indeed its satanic profile made it a suitable substitute for Colditz Castle in the 1970s television
series. On the current mill site two Midland hosiers
leased a corn mill in 1778 and built a three-storey cotton
mill. The mill was struck by a series of disasters when a
flood washed away Calver Bridge and part of the mill
and then soon afterwards the entire structure was burnt
to the ground. Undaunted, the partners built a six-storey
mill which began production in 1804. Cotton spinning
ceased at the site in 1923 and the mill then lay dormant
until in the Second World War plant was installed for
crushing and washing fluorspar for the Sheffield steel
industry. Later the mill was used for making stainless
steel sinks before falling empty again.

and

Froggatt Edges

Eagle Stone, Baslow
Edge

37
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Walk 3 – Baslow, Curbar

and

Froggatt Edges

6

Pass through a gate next to the farm and walk
along a surfaced lane to Calver. Turn left at
the road to pass the front of Calver Mill. At the
far side of Calver Bridge turn left opposite the
Bridge pub onto Curbar Lane next to the church
and walk steeply uphill to Curbar. At a crossroads
turn right onto Cliff Lane. As the lane bends to the
right climb a stile on the left just before Fir Trees
Lodge, which is signposted for Baslow via Gorse
Bank Farm.

7

Follow an enclosed path to a stile in front
of Lane Farm. Climb the stile and turn right
onto a walled track to a stile. After the stile walk
alongside a wall on the right and pass through a
gate. Walk to the top of a short hill and turn half
right across a small field to another gate. Continue
ahead across the middle of a field and keep to
the right-hand edge of the next field to a squeeze
stile. Walk diagonally across the field to the corner
and join an enclosed track. The clear track passes
through Gorse Bank Farm and then becomes a
surfaced driveway back to Baslow. Turn right at a
T-junction with Bar Road then left onto Ecton Hill
to retrace your steps to the starting point.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pubs and cafés in Baslow and Curbar
Car park at Baslow
Baslow, Curbar and Froggatt Edges; the village of Baslow;
a former cotton mill at Calver
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Walk 5 – Longshaw Estate

can see in the distance. The boggy area you need
to avoid would be hit if you aimed straight for the
rocks. At a junction of paths by a large boulder
close to the rocks bear left and the path soon runs
alongside the brook to the A625.
Turn right onto the road and in 30 metres,
by a public footpath sign on the right, cross over
the road to the path opposite and make for a footbridge over Burbridge Brook in 50m. Turn left after
the bridge and right at a T-junction. This uphill path
leads back to the B6521, which you cross back
over and retrace your steps first to the National
Trust Visitor Centre and then to the car park.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

and

Carl Walk

Carl Walk and Higger
Tor

Longshaw National Trust Visitor Centre
Longshaw National Trust Visitor Centre
Carl Wark and Longshaw National Trust Visitor Centre
(www.nationaltrust.org.uk/longshaw, 01433 637904)
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Castleton

semi-precious Blue John mineral stone. Castleton is the
only place in the world where Blue John occurs naturally, and its beauty has been prized since Roman times
for ornaments and jewellery. It is a colour-banded form
of fluorspar which is thought to take its name from the
French bleu et jaune, the ’blue and yellow’ stone. The use
of the mineral stone is found far and wide today including, for example, in the Vatican and the White House.
Blue John is still commercially mined at Treak Cliff in
small quantities.
Blue John Cavern itself contained the first Blue John
workings but the veins have now been fully exploited.
The final show cave stands at the foot of Winnats Pass and
is reached by a unique journey on a boat along an underground ’canal’. Two hundred years ago lead miners using
primitive hand tools dug out this tunnel to create a route
to a huge natural complex of underground streams and
caverns. Speedwell Cavern, however, had only a short life
as it was opened in 1771 after a £14,000 investment and
then closed in 1790 after only £3000 worth of iron ore
had been extracted.
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Win Hill from the top
of Winnats Pass

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

with Peaks Hole Water on your left to the A625
opposite the car park.
Pubs and cafés in Castleton and cafés at Blue John
Cavern and Treak Cliff Cavern
Car park at Castleton
The village of Castleton, including Peveril Castle (www.
english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle, 01433
620613) and its four show caves (Treak Cliff cavern –
www.bluejohnstone.com, 01433 620571, Blue John
Cavern – www.bluejohn-cavern.co.uk, 01433 620638,
Speedwell Cavern – www.peakcavern.co.uk, 01433
620512 and Peak Cavern – www.peakcavern.co.uk,
01433 620285); Mam Tor; the Odin Mine
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WALK 9
Hartington and Pilsbury Castle
Distance
Start
Map
Terrain

8km/5 miles
Hartington Market Place on the B5054
OS Explorer OL24 The Peak District
White Peak Area
Other than one climb after visiting the
site of Pilsbury Castle this walk is along
a flat gated road plus field walking

During the 1870s the Duke of Devonshire established
a creamery at Hartington. Later in the 1920s and 1930s
the creamery held a Royal Warrant to supply cheese to
George V. Again during the 1920s the creamery began to
make stilton, for example, Buxton Blue and White Stilton
and a more recent cheese called Dovedale. Today it is
one of a few cheese factories in the country allowed to
make blue-veined stilton, the ’King of English Cheeses’,
and it sells its produce in The Old Cheese Shop in the
Market Place.
Hartington Hall, which stands near the village centre, is a fine stone mullioned manor house built in 1611
and was occupied by the Bateman family until it became
a youth hostel in 1934. It is alleged that Bonnie Prince
Charlie slept at the hall on 3 December 1745 on his
abortive march to London.
Pilsbury Castle, an early Norman motte and bailey
castle, probably situated on the site of an Iron Age fort, is
located in a quiet but scenic stretch of the Upper Dove
Valley. Today all that remains is a mound of the earthworks, as the wooden structure was never replaced by
stone. The castle was built at the centre of the De Ferrers
estate, suggesting that it was an important administrative
centre until the function was transferred to Hartington.
The castle ceased to be used by the 14th century. There

Hartington is one of
the Peak District’s
bustling tourist
honeypots. It was
once an important
and prosperous
market town, as
reflected in the
limestone cottages,
former coaching inns
and shops ringing
the spacious Market
Place, along with its
duckpond. Although
it is a long time
since a market was
held in Hartington a
market charter was
granted as early as
1203. The hilltop
and imposing Parish
Church of St Giles,
which is mainly 13th
and 14th century,
also reflects the early
importance of the
town. Interestingly
the title of Marquis
of Hartington is a
secondary title of the
Dukes of Devonshire
granted as a courtesy
title to the eldest son
and heir.
65
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Walk 10 – Dale Abbey

and

Locko Park

s urrounding the hall, comprises 3000 acres of agricultural estate land and 600 acres of parkland. Please keep
to the well-marked footpaths through the estate as this is
all private property.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

Walk along the No Through Road away from
the Carpenters Arms and pass a church on the
right. At a junction turn right onto Tattle Hill. At
the end of the lane climb a stile by the side of a
gate. Ignore the track and bear to the right along
the edge of a field to a stile in 30m. (At the time
of walking this route there was a very overgrown
holly bush in front of the stile, which you had to
push through. If you do not wish to tackle this go
back to the start and walk to the Carpenters Arms
on the T-junction. Turn left and shortly turn left
again onto a public footpath, where you would
have emerged had you climbed the stile.) Climb
the stile and turn left at a T-junction of paths. Head
across the middle of a field to a stile. Follow the
right-hand edge of a field to join a grassy track
which leads to the A6096.
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Walk 14 – Ashbourne
then walk over to another field corner and maintain direction so that you are walking with a hedge
on the right to reach a lane.

3

Turn right onto the lane and then climb a stile
in 15m on the left by a public footpath sign
into a field. Pass through a gate in 10m and walk
close to the right-hand edge of a field. When you
are opposite Spendlane Farm move slightly over
to the left heading for a gap 10m to the right of
gate. Head across this long field to a gate and
signpost for Thorpe close to a corner of the field.
Pass through a gap at the side of the gate and walk
diagonally across the field to a stile onto a lane
by the side of a barn. Turn left onto the lane and
walk downhill to a T-junction in Thorpe. Here turn
right to pass the Peveril of the Peak on the left.
At a junction by the Dog and Partridge pub cross
over to take the lane opposite which is signposted
for Tissington with Narlows car park on the left.
Just before the lane bends to the left bear to the
right and walk to another car park by the side of
the Tissington Trail. From the car park turn right
onto the Tissington Trail. At the end of the car park
there is a sign ’Ashbourne 2 miles’. Follow the trail
back to the cycle hire centre.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Tissington Trail cycle hire centre and The Old Dog pub
near Thorpe
Tissington Trail cycle hire centre
A section of the Tissington Trail and the opportunity to
explore Ashbourne separately from the route of the walk
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WALK 15
Bakewell and Ashford in the Water
Today tourism
is very much
Bakewell’s economic
mainstay and this
pretty, attractive
market town
provides an excellent
base for touring the
Peak District.
A number of
traditions are also
maintained in
Bakewell, such
as the annual
well dressing (see
Introduction) and
the Bakewell Show
held in August. This
is one of the largest
and most popular
agricultural shows in
the country.

Distance
Start

Map
Terrain

12km/7½ miles
The long-stay car park near town bridge.
Just before the town bridge approaching
Bakewell on the A619 turn left onto
Station Road and right in a few metres
onto Coombs Road.
OS Explorer OL24 The Peak District
White Peak Area
A gentle walk along lanes, a trail and
through fields

Bakewell is a small stone-built town on the River Wye
and is generally regarded as the capital of the Peak
District. Indeed the headquarters of the Peak District
National Park is located on the edge of the town. The
earliest known fact about the area is that an Iron Age fort
was built on a hill near Ball Cross but Bakewell, meaning ’Badeca’s spring’ or ’well’, began to grow in Saxon
times. The manor came under the control of William
Peverel after the Norman Conquest. A small motte and
bailey castle was built just across the town bridge on
Castle Hill to guard the crossing. Subsequently Bakewell
came under the control of the Dukes of Rutland from
nearby Haddon Hall.
Bakewell has played various roles during its long
history, first as an important route and trade centre.
Bakewell’s market town status was confirmed by charter
in 1330 and a livestock market is still held on a regular
basis. The Duke of Rutland attempted to create Bakewell
as a spa town around 1700 but this was not successful because, unlike Buxton and Matlock, the water was
comparatively cold. The Bath House that the duke built
in 1697 survives today but is not open to the public.
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Water

The Monsal Trail runs along the trackbed of part of
the former Midland Railway line which linked London
and Manchester in the 1860s. The line had reached
Rowsley near Chatsworth by 1849, but both the Duke
of Devonshire at Chatsworth and the Duke of Rutland
at Haddon Hall refused to allow a railway line to run
through their estates. Eventually the Duke of Rutland
permitted the railway company, at great expense, to
build a tunnel under the Haddon Estate and the line was
extended to Buxton by 1863. A personal station was
erected for the Duke of Rutland at Bakewell and likewise
a station was built for the Duke of Devonshire at Hassop.
The railway was closed in 1968 and a section was later
purchased by the Peak District National Park and converted into a trail. The Monsal Trail runs for 13.5km/8½
miles southeast of Bakewell from Coombes Viaduct to
the Blackwell Mill junction near Buxton following the
deep valley of the River Wye.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

From the parking area turn right onto Coombs
Road and follow it for 1.5km/1 mile to a railway viaduct. As you leave Bakewell the controversial and modern Agricultural and Business
Centre where the livestock market takes place
can be seen on the right. Just before the viaduct
bear left onto a track signposted for the Monsal
Trail and at a T-junction turn left to join the trail
at its southeastern end. There are good views of
Bakewell and its church as the trail heads back
towards Bakewell and passes the former railway
station. Continue on and under the A619 and then
pass the former Hassop railway station on your
right by the next road. Pass above the A6020 and,
on reaching a former railway station, leave the
Monsal Trail by climbing some steps on the right
up to a bridge.
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to a gate. A hundred metres after the gate turn left
onto a track by a public footpath sign. Follow the
bridleway across the River Wye and as it winds
uphill through woodland to a metal gate at the
top. There is a fork of bridleways after the gate.
Bear to the right to walk along the right-hand
edge of several large fields. Haddon Hall gradually comes into view. Keep ahead at a crossroad
of paths by a public footpath sign to a gate. Pass
through the gate and continue downhill along a
track to the A6.

5

Cross over this busy road with extreme care
and turn left onto the pavement. The entrance
to Haddon Hall is now on your right. Follow the
A6 for 200m, and 75m before a right-hand bend
road sign climb a stile in the wall by a public
footpath sign to Sheepbridge on the right. Follow
the path down across the River Wye and to
a lane. Turn right onto the lane and then turn
left in 20m at a public footpath sign for Coombs
Road. Keep to the yellow waymarker posts with
the winding river on your left over a footbridge.
When Bakewell church spire comes into view
head across the meadow to join the surfaced
Agricultural Way in a parking area. Continue to
the Agricultural and Business Centre, which can
be seen ahead, and turn left over a footbridge
opposite the centre to return to the long-stay car
park. Maintain direction across the car park and a
bridge. After the bridge turn right to retrace your
steps to the start point.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pubs and cafés in Bakewell and Over Haddon
Car park at Over Haddon
Sections of the River Wye and River Lathkill; Bakewell;
Haddon Hall (www.haddonhall.co.uk, 01629 812855)
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WALK 17
Wingfield Manor and Crich
Distance
Start
Map
Terrain

12km/7½ miles
Ambergate railway station car park at
the junction of the A6/A610
OS Explorer 269 Chesterfield & Alfreton
A moderately undulating walk mainly
across fields

George Stephenson and his equally gifted son Robert
have gone down in British history as two of the most outstanding civil engineers this country has ever produced.
George is popularly acclaimed as the ’Father of the
Railways’ for his pioneering and significant contribution
to the age of railway mania. He was responsible for the
world’s first public steam locomotive, Locomotion, and
later his world famous Rocket. Later in Stephenson’s life
the northeastern corner of Derbyshire was to benefit from
his railway engineering feats, and the local economy benefited from his exploitation of various natural resources.
The ruins of Wingfield Manor, a large medieval
country mansion, stand magnificently on a hilltop overlooking the village of South Wingfield. Today the manor
incorporates a working farm and has been open to the
public since 1995 in the hands of English Heritage.
Wingfield Manor cannot be accessed directly from this
walk unless you leave the route on reaching the B5035
and turn left for several hundred metres and then left
again up a driveway, which is signposted for Wingfield
Manor. But note public access is restricted to pre-booked
guided tours only.
In recent years the manor has been used as a location for Peak Practice and for Zeffirelli’s Jane Eyre.
What remains of the manor house is well worth a visit,
especially to see the large Great Hall with its vaulted
undercroft and the High Tower with its exceptional

Crich is a large
hilltop village and
former market town
overlooking the
Derwent Valley.
Its main claims to
fame are that it is
the home of the
National Tramway
Museum and that
it was the setting
for ’Cardale’ in the
TV Peak Practice
medical drama. The
museum occupies
the floor of George
Stephenson’s Crich
Cliff Quarry, which
served Stephenson’s
limekilns along the
Cromford Canal in
the valley bottom via
a steep railway.
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the Cromford Canal. Cross the bridge, drop down
to the canal and walk under the bridge. Leave the
canal at the next bridge turn right, pass under a
railway bridge to reach the A6. Turn left and left
onto the A610. The station approach back to the
car park is just after the railway bridge.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Public houses, shop and tea rooms at Crich and public
house at Fritchley
Crich near the Black Swan
The village of Crich and the nearby National Tramway
Museum (www.tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321) and
Wingfield Manor (www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/
properties/wingfield-manor, 0870 333 1181)
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Padley Chapel

but in 1933 the Roman Catholic Diocese of Nottingham
purchased the simple barn-like structure of the gatehouse
and restored it as a chapel and shrine to the two Padley
martyrs. Each year the terrible persecution of these two
priests is commemorated at an annual pilgrimage at
Padley Chapel during mid-July.
The view at Bolehill of the Derwent and Hope valleys is aptly named ’Surprise View’. There were once
extensive quarries at Bolehill, which was the centre of
local millstone manufacturing for many years. Today
more than 200 millstones litter the track from Surprise
View to Bolehill. The Bolehill quarry area is a favourite
haunt of rock climbers.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

Follow the path from the back of the car park,
which is signposted for the visitor centre. At
a fork bear left if you wish to view the visitor
centre at this point, otherwise turn left signposted
Wooden Pole Car Park into woodland. At the

106

633 Derbyshire layout 2017 Rpt.indd 106

16/02/2017 11:22

Walking

in

Derbyshire
left onto a track. Cross a bridge over the Teversal
Trail and when the hedge on both sides ends turn
left along a field edge. Just before a hedge corner turn right to walk across the middle of a field
towards Norwood Lodge with Norwood behind it.
Turn left onto a surfaced lane by the lodge. After
the last house the lane becomes a rough track.
Follow the lane to its end and turn right through
a gate.

6

At a junction in Lady Spencer’s Wood continue ahead up some steps and bear left at the
next junction. Pass through an archway and follow
the track to the right and through another archway. Bear to the right passing first the Old Hall
and, when opposite the entrance for Hardwick
Hall, turn left to pick up a downhill path by a gap
in the wall and continue to drop down to another
kissing gate in the fence on your right just after
the First Row Pond. Take the path between the
first and second Row Pond and turn left to follow
the edge of the pond. (Ignore the clearer track
ahead.) Follow the edge of another pond and then
continue to the Great Pond. Go through a kissing
gate and cross a footbridge before arriving back at
the car park. Before leaving the Great Pond turn
around for a magnificent view of both the Old Hall
and Hardwick Hall.
Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Café at Hardwick Hall
Hardwick Ponds car park
Hardwick Hall (www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hardwick,
01246 850430); Hardwick Old Hall (www.englishheritage.org.uk/visit/places/hardwick-old-hall, 01246
850431); Hardwick Ponds; Ault Hucknall Church;
Teversal
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Walk 20 – Bolsover Castle
and the entrance is on the left, otherwise bear to
the left onto Castle Lane. The road bends to the
right and then to the left. On the left-hand bend
turn right onto a surfaced path. When the surfaced path ends walk downhill along the left-hand
edge of a field with magnificent views of Bolsover
Castle behind you. Turn right by a marker post and
then at the next marker post close to the broken
remains of a seat turn left and walk across a field
towards a hedge corner and then keep the hedge
on your left to reach a road. Turn right and then
in 10m turn left at a public footpath sign to walk
through a field along a surfaced path to the A632.
Cross over the road and turn left along the pavement and walk to the roundabout. Turn left and
return to the car park along Riverside Way.
Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pubs at Bolsover and a café at Bolsover Castle Visitor
Centre
Bolsover Castle Visitor Centre
Bolsover Castle (www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/
places/bolsover-castle, 01246 822844) and a section of
the Stockley Trail
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WALK 21
Tissington
Tissington is without
doubt one of the
most beautiful
villages in England,
almost too perfect to
be true, except that it
does not have a pub!
This is Fitzherbert
country as the family
have occupied
Tissington Hall
for five centuries.
Built in 1609 and
extended several
times over the
centuries, the hall is
an elegant Jacobean
manor house which
replaced a moated
manor house to the
north of the church.
The hall acts as
the focal point for
the village and the
current owner, Sir
Richard Fitzherbert,
opens his doors
for guided tours
on specified dates
throughout the year.

Distance
Start

Map
Terrain

11.5km/7 miles
Tissington Trail car park,
Tissington, or Alsop Station car
park on the A515
OS Explorer OL24 The Peak
District White Peak Area
Pleasant field and trail walking

The Fitzherberts came over to England with William the
Conqueror and settled in Derbyshire. George III conferred the baronetcy on William Fitzherbert in 1784.
Successive baronets have tended diligently to the building and maintenance of the neat stone cottages, which
are scattered haphazardly to produce an idyllic wellmanaged estate village, complete with village green,
duck pond, church and plenty of trees and greenery. The
Norman tower of the Parish Church of St Mary, which
was heavily restored in the mid-19th century, contains
many monuments to the Fitzherbert family. The size of
the estate has reduced from its peak in 1850 of about
4000 acres, largely due to sales enforced by 20th-century death duties, to 2000 acres today with over 50
properties.
The village is especially popular at Ascensiontide
as the ancient Derbyshire tradition of well dressing still
continues at Tissington, when five wells are dressed
elaborately with thousands of flower petals. Indeed
Tissington is the first recorded place in the Peak District
where this ceremony took place.
The Tissington Trail is a 21km/13 mile scenic route
across the rolling countryside of the White Peak, which
follows the line of the former Ashbourne to Buxton railway line. This was one of the last railway lines to be
built during the Railway Age by the London and North
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in 1675 and was lived in until recently by the Wright
family. The Wright family still own the hall but it is now
cared for by the National Trust.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

Turn right out of the car park onto Hawkhill
Road and head uphill. When the road bends
to the right keep ahead on a No Through Road,
The Nook. When the surfaced lane ends continue
climbing along a track which bends to the right
and then to the left before reaching Highcliffe
Farm. Turn right onto the lane and look out carefully for a stile on the left in several hundred
metres. Climb the stile and walk along the righthand edge of a field with a mast over to the left to
reach a track known as Sir William Hill Road. It
has never been established which Sir William this
road was named after as there are several local
candidates.

2

Climb the stile signposted Stoke Ford on the
opposite side of the track to enter Eyam Moor.
A clear path heads across level ground over the
moor to reach a superb vantage point of the
Derwent Valley. This moor has many Bronze Age
remains including a stone circle. From here continue ahead, dropping downhill to a junction of
paths and a metal gate 30m further on. Climb a
stile at the side of the gate and follow a path along
the edge of a ridge by a wall which bends to the
right by a stile at the side of a gate. The path then
begins to drop downhill and later bends to the left
to descend through bracken into the valley bottom. Near the valley bottom the path swings to the
right to a T-junction. Turn right here to reach Stoke
Ford in a few metres.

3

Do not cross over the bridge but bear to the
right signposted Hazelford to walk initially with
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Eyam Hall

later walking with a wire fence on the left to reach
a road on a bend with the track called Sir William
Hill Road on the right.

5

Ignore the track and continue ahead along Edge
Road to eventually reach Mompesson’s Well on
the right 100m before a T-junction. Keep ahead at
the T-junction but 40m further on turn left by a public footpath sign into woodland with Hollow Brook
on the right to begin the descent back to Eyam. At
a fork keep right and when you can see the village
of Eyam turn left at a T-junction to reach Riley Back
Lane. Turn right at a T-junction and right again at
the next junction to walk along Church Street, passing the church, the Plague Cottages and Eyam Hall
before turning right back onto Hawkhill Road.
Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pubs and cafés in Eyam
Car park on Hawkhill Road, Eyam
The village of Eyam; Eyam Hall and its craft centre (www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/eyam-hall-and-craft-centre, 01433
639565); Eyam Museum (www.eyam-museum.org.uk,
01433 631371); Eyam Moor
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WALK 30
Wirksworth and Middleton Top Engine House
Distance
Start
Map
Terrain

8km/5 miles
Car park on Coldwell Street,
Wirksworth, near the Market Place
OS Explorer OL24 The Peak District
White Peak Area
A longish climb up out of Bolehill and
to Middleton Top Engine House on the
High Peak Trail.

Wirksworth is a small town positioned in a bowl of
the surrounding hills whose past prosperity was heavily based on lead mining, even as far back as Roman
times, and later quarrying. The Market Place is set at the
heart of the town with the Church of St Mary nearby. The
church contains one of the most interesting Anglo-Saxon
remains in Britain and possibly the Peak District’s earliest Christian monument, a coffin lid discovered in 1820
dating from the late 7th century.
Following the collapse of the lead mining industry in
the 19th century Wirksworth began to decline. Limestone
quarrying followed, which did provide employment but
the town became badly affected by the resultant dust, dirt
and noise, especially after the opening of the Dale Quarry
in 1925-26. Fortunately, since the 1980s this decaying
town founded on mineral wealth has been completely
transformed with great credit to the local people, which
has been recognised by a number of awards. The catalyst
was the work by the local Civic Society, the Civic Trust
and Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust.
The Steeple Grange Light Railway is a 450mm
gauge line built on the trackbed of a branch line of the
Cromford and High Peak Railway and has been restored
by enthusiasts to provide a short journey into the disused
Dark Lane quarry. Passengers are carried in a man-rider

Wirksworth has a
steadily growing
tourist trade and is
seen as a good base
to explore the many
local attractions.
The story of
Wirksworth, its
local customs and
industries is told
in the excellent
heritage centre.
Wirksworth also has
literary connections
as George Eliot
(real name Mary
Ann Evans) set
her first full-length
novel Adam Bede
around ’Snowfield’
(Wirksworth),
and the area was
the home of DH
Lawrence for a year.
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salvaged from Bevercotes Colliery in Nottinghamshire
and pulled by a battery-electric locomotive built by
Grenwood and Batley Ltd of Leeds. There is also a mining collection of locomotives and rolling stock.
The Middleton Top Engine House is the sole survivor of those that stood at the top of every incline on
the Cromford and High Peak Railway to haul wagons up
the track and has a fully restored beam winding engine
which was built by the Butterley Company of Ripley in
1829. The engine is steamed up on certain Sundays and
bank holidays through the summer. Both the house and
the engine are a designated Ancient Monument.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

Leave the car park by the top end and turn left
into Chapel Lane. The Barmote Court, which
was set up in 1288 to enforce mining laws, still
sits twice a year at Moot Hall in Chapel Lane. It is
almost certainly the oldest industrial court in Britain
and possibly the world. Turn left at a T- junction.
At the junction with the B5036 in a few metres turn
right (not onto the B5036) to walk past Wirksworth
infant school on the left and Wirksworth factory
shop on the right. Cross over an old railway bridge to reach a kissing
gate.

2

Bear left onto a
gravel path and
follow it across several fields to a kissing gate. The gravel
path now continues
between two wire
fences. At a T-junction
with a track turn right. On
reaching a road at Bolehill,
cross over to take the uphill
path opposite, passing a
164
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Middleton Top Engine House

5

Turn left and then right in 20m by a marker
post into a field. Cross over a path in 10m
and drop down some steps to a stile. Climb the
stile and head across a field to a wall corner and
maintain direction with the wall on the left. Pass
through a squeeze stile and walk across two
fields via stiles to reach a lane. Climb a stile into
the field opposite and cross a field to a gap in
the wall. Bear half left in the next field and pass
through a gap in the field corner and keep close
to the left-hand edge of the next field. Turn left
through a gate to walk on a broad track with wire
fencing on both sides through a quarry. When
you reach a lane on a hairpin bend take the
higher route. The road winds down to the Market
Place with Crown Yard and the heritage centre
on the left near the bottom of the hill. Turn left
on reaching the B5036 and right in a few metres
back onto Coldwell Street.
Refreshments

Toilets

Key Features

Pubs, cafés and heritage centre in Wirksworth, visitor
centre at Black Rocks, National Stone Centre and
Middleton Top Engine House Visitor Centre
Coldwell Street car park, heritage centre in Wirksworth,
visitor centre at Black Rocks, National Stone Centre and
Middleton Top Engine House Visitor Centre
Heritage centre in Wirksworth (www.
wirksworthheritagecentre.org, 01629 825225); visitor
centre at Black Rocks; Steeple Grange Light Railway
(www.steeplegrange.co.uk, 01629 551123); National
Stone Centre (www.nationalstonecentre.org.uk, 01629
824833); Middleton Top Countryside Centre
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and

Bradford Dale

4

Cross over the bridge and turn left into this
magnificent valley bottom passing trout pools
which originally provided water to power both corn
and lead smelt mills. At a junction of paths pass
through a gate and cross over a stone footbridge.
Turn right to walk with the river on your right to
reach a lane at Alport. Keep ahead on reaching the
lane for 20m and then turn left at a T-junction.
In 50m opposite Meadows Reach cottage pass
through a gate on the right. Follow a grassy
ridge with the river now down below on the
right to a metal gate. Head across a field to
a footpath sign in 75m, at which point the line
of the path becomes better defined. Pass between
two gateposts and at the fork in front of you bear
to the right to reach a road.

5

Cross over the road and then turn right. Turn
left at a public footpath signpost for Conksbury
to rejoin the River Lathkill, which has met up with
the River Bradford nearby. Pass through a gate to
walk along the right-hand edge of a number of
fields. Just after Rapers Lodge cross over a track and
continue ahead along a clear path to the right to
reach a lane. Turn right onto the lane to walk across
Conksbury Bridge, an old packhorse bridge, and
then turn left immediately after this bridge to follow
an exceptional riverside path passing a number of
weirs to reach a white house, Lathkill Lodge, where
you joined the river near the beginning of the walk.
Turn right away from the river to retrace your steps
back up a lane to the starting point.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pub at Over Haddon and tearoom with outside seating
only
Car park at the starting point
Lathkill Dale; Bradford Dale; the village of Over Haddon
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Walk 34 – Cromford
Crich Stand

beacon tower was erected in 1923 as a war memorial to the Sherwood Foresters in the First World
War. Cross over the road with care onto a driveway
by a public footpath signpost. The path soon bends
to the left and under a railway bridge. Cross a footbridge over the River Derwent and turn left onto a
path which soon leads to the Cromford Canal towpath. Gregory Tunnel is to the right but your route
turns left along a delightful stretch of canal. Just
before the Leawood Pump House turn right over a
bridge and then turn left along the other side of the
canal. If you wish to visit High Peak Junction cross
over the next swing bridge, but otherwise continue
ahead to return to Cromford Wharf.
Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Arkwright’s mill, pubs in Cromford and the information
centre at High Peak Junction
Cromford Wharf car park and High Peak Junction
Cromford Mills (www.cromfordmills.org.uk, 01629
823256); Arkwright’s model village of Cromford; Black
Rocks; a section of the High Peak Trail; a section of the
Cromford Canal including Leawood Pump House (open
and fully working on occasional weekends through
the summer – www.middleton-leawood.org.uk, 01629
823204); High Peak Junction workshops/information
centre (01629 822831)
185

633 Derbyshire layout 2017 Rpt.indd 185

16/02/2017 11:23

WALK 35
Pinxton Wharf
Pinxton is a former
mining village and
Pinxton Wharf was
the terminus of the
Pinxton Arm of the
Cromford Canal.

Distance
Start

Map
Terrain

Pinxton Wharf

4km/2½ miles
Roadside parking at Pinxton Wharf
(from the B6019 turn on to Wharf Road,
which is signposted for Pinxton Village.
Follow it to a No Through Road and
turn left by Longwood infant school on
to Alexander Terrace. Pinxton Wharf is
on the right after the railway line)
OS Explorer 269 Chesterfield & Alfreton
A flat and very easy walk

The Pinxton Arm of the Cromford Canal was constructed
to provide a link to the River Trent via the Erewash
Canal. The canal primarily carried coal from the many
small collieries in the Upper Erewash Valley and pottery
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for extending the canal with branch links, which never
came to fruition. The main impetus behind the building of the canal was Josiah Wedgwood and the other
Staffordshire potters who, until the building of the
canal, had faced severe transport problems for their
raw materials and finished goods. Once complete the
93 mile/150km route of the canal with 76 locks connected the ports of Liverpool and Hull via the River
Mersey through the salt mining area of Cheshire and
the Staffordshire Potteries to the River Trent, which
leads to the Humber. The ports of Liverpool and Hull
acted as vital centres for imported and exported goods
all over the world and hence the significance of the
Grand Trunk Canal can clearly be seen.
Shardlow was a mile/1.5km from the southern end
of the canal and was chosen as the transhipment point
where goods were interchanged from the broad river
barges to the canal narrowboats. This 18th-century
inland port bustled with activity for over a hundred
years until, as always, the coming of the railways rapidly changed the distribution channels. In its heyday,
as one of the major inland ports in England, Shardlow
attracted many merchants who made their fortunes and
built themselves grand Georgian houses in the village.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

Turn right out of the car park onto Wilne Lane
and just before the bridge over the canal walk
down some steps on the left onto the towpath
and turn right to walk to the end of the towpath
at Derwent Mouth and back again to the road by
the same steps you used to descend to the canal.

2

Turn left over the bridge and when the road
bends to the right turn left through a gate and
left through another gate in 30m. Follow the righthand edge of a field and maintain direction on
an enclosed path and then follow the right-hand
edge of three fields to a track. In 20m follow the
190
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Walk 36 – Shardlow
track as it bends to the left to a stile. The
track then bends first to the right
and then to the left to
another stile. Keep
straight ahead
across a field
and climb
two stiles
in quick
succession
to join a surfaced lane. In
50m bear left onto
a track and follow the
marker posts to London Road.

3

Turn left along the road passing the church and
The Clock Warehouse pub, which is worth a
visit. On reaching the canal turn left, signposted
for Derwent Mouth, but leave the canal at the first
bridge and turn right to return to the car park.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pubs in Shardlow
None
The historic inland port of Shardlow; the Shardlow
Heritage Centre (01332 793368); a section of the Trent
and Mersey Canal
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Walk 37 – Belper
the goalposts follow the path right and then to the
left to walk past the end of a row of houses. Turn
right on meeting a surfaced path and cross a stream
to emerge onto New Breck Road.

6

Turn left and immediately right and then right
again at a T-junction in 40m. Then turn left in
30m onto King Street and turn right opposite the
War Memorial Gardens onto Green Lane. As you
cross over Church Lane, St Peter’s Church can be
seen to the right. This church is of Norman origins
but was heavily restored by the Victorians. Shortly
afterwards you pass the Congregational Church and
Joseph Street is on the left. One of the last surviving
and best-preserved nail shops can be seen on the
right as a monument to the old cottage industry.
As you pass George Street on the left Short Row
can be seen. Jedediah Strutt named three streets in
Belper after his sons William, Joseph and George.
Short Row dates from around 1788 and provided
one-up one-down terraced housing. As Green Lane
bends to the right continue ahead on the cobbled
Long Row. This later development provided much
larger two-up two-down terraced houses. At the
end of Long Row turn right onto the A6, soon
returning to the starting point.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Shops, cafés and pubs at Belper, Strutt’s North Mill and a
pub and Riverside Garden Centre at Milford
Derwent Valley Visitor Centre and on the A6 virtually
opposite East Mill
Derwent Valley Visitor Centre (www.belpernorthmill.
org.uk, 01773 880474) and the influence of the Strutt
family on the lives of the people of Belper and Milford.
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Walk 39 – Peak Forest Canal

and

Torrs Riverside Park

and cross over an old packhorse bridge called
Roman Bridge to walk upstream. Ignore the steps
on the right in 20m and follow the track which
moves away from the river and climbs up to a
road. Cross over the road onto Plucksbridge Road.
When the lane bends to the right bear left uphill
to reach the Peak Forest Canal towpath in 30m.

5

Turn left onto the towpath and follow it for
5km/3 miles to Newtown near New Mills. Pass
under the A6015 and continue past New Mills
Wharf. A mile/1.5km further on at the far end of
the long Furness Vale Marina leave the canal towpath at the bridge and turn left onto the road. Cross
over the River Goyt and follow the road round to
the left to reach Gowhole Farm.

6

Turn left at a public footpath sign just after
Gowhole Farm. Pass through a gate to walk
along a track with a wall on the left. Climb a
stile at the side of a gate and follow a field edge
with a signal box over to the right to another
stile. For a short while you walk close to the
River Goyt before walking between wire fences
to pass Goytside Farm. Keep ahead to walk under
the 13-arch Midland Railway Viaduct. When the
path forks bear left to keep by the river along the
Goyt Way into the Torrs. Cross over Millward
Memorial Bridge at the confluence of the rivers
Sett and Goyt and turn right to retrace your steps
to the starting point.
Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pubs, cafés and heritage centre at New Mills and the Fox
Inn at Brook Bottom
Heritage centre at New Mills
New Mills Heritage and Information Centre (www.
visitnewmills.co.uk, 01663 746904) Torrs Riverside Park;
a section of the Goyt Valley Way; a section of the Peak
Forest Canal
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and
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white building called Moor Lodge. The top of this
building can be seen above a wall and it is the
right-hand of the two buildings in the distance.
Climb the ladder stile over this wall and follow a
path to reach a lane by the lodge. Turn left onto
the lane and in 30m opposite the lodge there are
two public footpath signposts. Take the left-hand
of these two paths and follow the right-hand edge
of a number of fields to a derelict building. Pass to
the right of this building to reach a lane.

4

Turn right onto Laneside Road. In 200m turn left
onto a walled public bridleway which is opposite
Brownhill Farm. In 30m at a fork bear to the left and
follow the track past Howcroft Farm to reach a lane.
Turn right onto the lane and pass under a railway
bridge. The lane bends to the right to a T-junction.
Turn right and then left at a public footpath sign just
after Gowhole Farm. Pass through a gate to walk
along a track with a wall on the left. Climb a stile
at the side of a gate and follow a field edge with a
signal box over to the right to another stile. For a
short while you walk close to the River Goyt before
walking between wire fences to pass Goytside Farm.
Keep ahead to walk under the 13-arch Midland
Railway Viaduct. When the path forks bear left to
keep by the river along the Goyt Way into the Torrs.
Cross over Millward Memorial Bridge at the confluence of the rivers Sett and Goyt and turn right. Ignore
the path off to the left by a bridge and turn right at
a junction and then left shortly afterwards just past
another bridge to reach the leisure centre.
Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pubs, cafés and heritage and information centre in New
Mills and Hayfield Station car park
New Mills Information Centre and Hayfield Station
Sett Valley Trail; the Torrs; New Mills Heritage and
Information Centre (www.visit.newmills.co.uk, 01663
746904); Hayfield Information Centre at Hayfield Station
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were transported to Australia and six were gaoled. The
ringleaders in the end were granted ’clemency’, and
were hanged and beheaded. The houses of the guilty
men were pulled down and their families lost their tenancies. The land was then redistributed to loyal tenants
and from this time onwards Pentrich became smaller
and gradually lost its importance to the expanding town
of Ripley.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

From the public footpath sign for Pentrich Mill
next to the church climb the steps up into the
churchyard. Just before the entrance to the church
bear left onto a grassy path between gravestones.
Pass through a gap into a field on the edge of the
churchyard. Walk across the middle of the field
towards a stile. Crich Stand can be seen half right
in the distance. At nearly 364m/1000ft above
sea level Crich Stand sits prominently on top of
a limestone quarry ridge. This 23m/63ft beacon
tower was erected in 1923 as a war memorial to
the Sherwood Foresters in the First World War. At
the fork of paths immediately after the stile keep
ahead. Twenty metres past a field corner turn left
through a gap and then right to follow the righthand edge of a field. Climb a stile in the field corner and turn left to follow the left-hand edge of
three fields to a gate, which leads to the B6013
opposite Pentrich Mill by the River Amber.

2

Cross over the B6013 and turn left. Keep ahead
at Pentrich Lane End to reach the A610. Turn left
and in 100m cross over the A610 with extreme care
to a lane signposted for Lower Hartshay. Ten metres
along the lane turn right onto a track by a public
footpath sign, which leads to Pear Tree Farm. Keep
ahead through the farm buildings onto an enclosed
path. Climb a stile at the side of a gate but do not
cross Starvehimvalley Bridge in front of you. Instead
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Walk 44 – Pentrich
bear to the left onto the Cromford Canal and
turn left away from the bridge. Climb a
stile at the end of the water and
follow the left-hand edge of
the field to a hedge corner.
At this point you leave
the line of the canal
and maintain direction
crossing a footbridge
over a stream and then
another field to reach a
lane.

3

Turn right onto the lane
and then turn right again
onto Bridle Lane opposite the
George Inn into Lower Hartshay.
Climb a stile by a public footpath sign on the left to
rejoin the Cromford Canal. The canal itself becomes
evident in 50m. Follow the towpath under a bridge
after passing Bridge Farm on the other side of the
canal and then walk up a steep flight of steps to
reach the A610. Cross over the road with care and
turn right for 20m. Then turn left and walk down a
steep flight of steps to rejoin the canal. Follow the
canal, later walking with the A610 on your right
to reach a lane. Cross over the lane and turn left
to walk along the pavement. When the pavement
ends cross over the road and ignore a T-junction to
return to Pentrich.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

The Dog Inn at Pentrich and the George Inn at Lower
Hartshay
None
The village of Pentrich and a section of the Cromford
Canal
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and

Country Park

palace in Madrid until Napoleon looted them.
Turn left through the gates into the formal garden
and when the track bends to the right maintain
direction to pass through the Moor’s Arch, which
was the topiary handiwork of Barron. Cross over
the parterre garden to reach the south front of the
castle. Turn left in front of the castle and soon pass
through an archway into the castle courtyard.

3

Bear half right across the courtyard to walk
under another archway and immediately turn
left onto a path walking down steps towards
the lake. On reaching the lake turn left to walk
beside the edge of the lake. To begin with there is
no path on the ground but you soon pass through
a gate which leads to a T-junction. Turn right to
cross the bridge in the opposite direction to that
walked earlier. Immediately after the bridge turn
right and follow the lakeside path past Barron’s
numerous artificial rock formations. Cross a
bridge at the end of the lake and bear left to the
car park.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Tea room in the courtyard
By the entrance to the country park
Elvaston Castle Country Park (01629 533870)
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The lane bends to the left by Scotlands Farm (as
shown on the OS Map, but the farm appears to
have changed its name) and then back to the
right. Ignore the first signpost on the left
and carry on to the second in 100m
when the lane bends sharply to the
right to join a bridleway.

4

Follow the left-hand edge of
a field as it soon bends to the
right and then to the left. The
church on the top of Breedon
Hill comes into view on the right.
Keep ahead at a marker post on
an enclosed path and then follow
the left-hand edge of a golf course
before passing through a gap in the
hedge. Follow first the right-hand edge
of a field until the path bends to the right
and then walk along the left-hand edge of a
field to reach the driveway of Park Farm.

5

Bear to the right and in 150m turn left when a
path crosses the track to walk across the middle of a field towards two properties. On meeting a track climb a stile at the other side. Head
diagonally across a field to a stile and continue in
the same direction to another stile. Cross a cattle
grid 20m after the stile and bear right off the track
to head diagonally through a field. Walk through
several fields via stiles to reach a road. Turn left
onto the road into Melbourne and return to the
starting point.
Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Melbourne Hall Craft Centre
Melbourne Hall Craft Centre
Melbourne Hall (craft centre open most days of the year,
gardens April to September and the hall in August –
www.melbournehall.com, 01332 862502)
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under a railway bridge and walk uphill through
woodland along a paved path. When you reach
the edge of housing turn right by a sign for the
grounds of High Tor.

5

The clear path gently climbs up to the summit
of High Tor with ever increasing 360o views.
On reaching an information board close to the
summit turn right and in 20m there are two paths
from the summit and either option can be taken.
The right fork is the more interesting of the options
but it is not suitable for small children or pets as
it follows a vertiginous narrow ledge called Giddy
Edge. If you follow Giddy Edge you will reach a
T-junction in 100m which meets the alternative
route. Turn right to descend through the woodland
on the main path winding down to the cablecar
station for the Heights of Abraham. Turn right on
reaching a lane to pass the cablecar station and
turn left for Matlock Bath station just before the
railway bridge. Cross over the railway line back
into the railway station car park. The Whistlestop
Countryside Centre is on the right.

Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Pubs and cafés in Matlock and Matlock Bath
Matlock and Matlock Bath
The numerous tourist attractions in the area coupled
with the excellent setting and views (Heights of
Abraham – www.heightsofabraham.com, 01629
582365, Peak District Mining Museum – www.
peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk, 01629 583834,
Gulliver’s Kingdom – www.gulliversfun.co.uk, 01925
444888 and Riber Castle)
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footpaths in good condition. An added dimension to the
landscape, along with the delightful winding river, is a
number of prominent rock formations and caverns which
have formed in this limestone gorge, all of which have
been named and are easily identifiable.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS

1

From the car park entrance cross over the road
and climb a stile onto a track. In 20m bear to
the right up some steps to a stile. Head across a field
passing the Izaak Walton Hotel on the left. After the
next two stiles there is a fork of paths. Keep to the
left as signposted for ’Ilam’ across two fields to a
stile by the side of a gate and onto a track. At a
junction of paths just before Ilam turn right for
Stanshope so that you are walking uphill with
a wall on the left.

2

Pass a pond and continue by a wall
with Bunster Hill to your right. The
path then moves away from the wall to
reach a stile. Climb the stile and cross
two fields to a stile in the far right-hand
corner of the second field. After this
stile walk with a wall on the left up
a steep incline. Ignore a gate on
the left and continue to a gate at
the side of a solitary tree at the
brow of the hill. Pass through
the gate and walk half right
to a gate in front of a barn.
Turn left after the gate onto
a tree-lined path towards
Ilam Top Farm. At a
T-junction in front of the
farm turn right towards
Air Cottage.
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Walk 59 – Derwent Dams
over to the left and then turn right at a junction
of paths along the edge with a number of unusual
rock formations to guide the way. First you pass the
Cakes of Bread on the left, then the Dove Stone at
Dovestone Tor. Next is the Salt Cellar on the right
which leads on to White Tor, and the grand finale
is the Wheel Stones, sometimes also called the
Coach and Horses. Several hundred metres after the
Wheel Stones turn right at a crossroad of paths by
a public footpath sign to leave the edge and begin
the descent to the Ladybower Reservoir.

4

Follow the path down to a junction with a
track by a wall. Turn right onto the track for
30m and then turn left through a gate by a public
footpath sign for ’Derwent’. Continue downhill
towards a plantation. Pass through a gate at the
edge of the plantation to walk with the plantation on the left. Pass through another gate at the
far side of the plantation to walk with a wall on
the left. Shortly after the next gate cross over a
stream and walk between farm buildings. After
the buildings continue initially with a wall on
the right and then a wire fence. The path bends
to the right with good views of the reservoir up
to the Ashopton Viaduct to a gate onto a track
which runs beside the reservoir. Turn right onto
the track and take some time to read the information board on the lost village of the Derwent
before crossing a bridge over Mill Brook. Follow
the track which becomes a surfaced lane and
bends to the left by the Derwent dam wall. From
this point retrace your steps to the starting point.
Refreshments
Toilets
Key Features

Fairholmes car park
Fairholmes car park
Derwent Dams; Derwent Edge; the information centre at
Fairholmes car park (01433 650953)
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visit www.cicerone.co.uk for more detail
and our full range of guidebooks
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Carsington Water

Carsington Water

Modern reservoir
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IF YOU ENJOYED THIS GUIDEBOOK
YOU MIGHT ALSO BE INTERESTED IN...
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