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WALKING THE JURASSIC COAST
Dorset and East Devon - The walks, the rocks, the fossils
by Ronald Turnbull
The 30 walks described in this guidebook provide a comprehensive
introduction to the varied geology and fascinating fossil record of the
spectacular Jurassic Coast of Devon and Dorset. Also taking in some of the
rolling Dorset downland along the way, routes are grouped into five main
areas, tracking along the coast from Exmouth in the west to Poole in the east
and broadly from the earliest rocks – Devon's Red Beds – to the newest –
the limestone and grit of the Isle of Purbeck.
A perfect destination for a sunny family holiday – especially for fans of the
hit TV series Broadchurch – the Jurassic Coast offers something for everyone.
Here you can find cliff and downland walks short enough to leave time for a
lazy day on the beach or as long and strenuous as anything on UK hills. And
the walking is only half the story. Every walk is also a potential geology field
trip, especially accompanied by this fact-packed guide. Pause along the way
to spot the ammonites of Lyme Regis, the fossil forest of Lulworth Cove, the
one-time red desert of Budleigh Salterton and natural wonders such as
Chesil Beach and Durdle Door.
As well as detailed descriptions for every walk, accompanied by OS maps,
there are details on available parking, points of interest to be passed and
advice on the terrain covered. The general and geological introductions
provide background on the region and the appendices offer thorough
information on local museums and information centres, cliff diagrams, a
glossary of geological terms and a quick, look-up guide to the rocks of the
Jurassic Coast. More than just a walking guidebook, this book is an invitation
to explore and learn about this spectacular World Heritage area.
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What's inside?
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• Descriptions of 30 varied day walks with GPX tracks available free for all
routes
• Coast and cliff walking including Lyme Undercliff, Portland Bill and
Lulworth
• Spectacular geology identified and explained in non-technical language
with clear diagrams
About the author
Ronald Turnbull writes regularly for TGO, Lakeland Walker, Trail and Cumbria
magazines. His previous books include Across Scotland on Foot, Long Days in
Lakeland and Welsh 3000ft Challenges. He has written many other Cicerone
guides, including Walking in the Lowther Hills, The Book of the Bivvy and
Not the West Highland Way.

• World Heritage Coastline packed with
fossils and fascinating rock formations
• routes along the coast and inland
between Exeter and Poole
• walks from 3 to 16 miles on a wide
range of terrain – something for
everyone
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